GUITAR: CHOP SHOP LESSONS

WorkshopLive's Chop Shop isasurvival kit for guitar players, the collective wisdom of
Matt Smith's experiences as a performer and guitarist. His guitar lessons cover severa
styles and guitar techniques that will prepare you for different playing situations. Shop
at the Chop Shop and discover the chord-tone approach, learn the major and minor
pentatonic scales that you can apply to Blues and Shuffle; learn new chord voicings and
the concept of voice leading to expand your rhythm guitar playing. Matt explains
different types of tuning, including open tuning and DADGAD, often used in Country
and Folk music, but also in Hawaiian music, and demonstrates their use for Slide guitar
and Sitar. The sonic possibilities are explored in the lessons about harmonics and
natural harmonics, and the course concludes with "Wordsto Live By.'

COURSE LESSON TEACHER DESCRIPTION

Chop Shop Getting the Most Matt Smith Over the years | have found myself playing a wide range of
Out of Daily instruments, at numerous gigs and sessions, with a wide
Practice variety of musicians. I've found that the ability to be calm and

to make the best of stressful situations has made what in
some cases could have been disasters into fun, fulfilling gigs.
The key to this is preparation, and the key to preparation is
practice. In this lesson, we'll look at how to break down your
daily practice routine to achieve maximum improvement and
to make you prepared.

Chop Shop Mastering the Matt Smith Every guitar solo in any style you have ever heard uses one or
Fretboard some combination of the following five concepts:

- major and minor pentatonic scales

- modes of the major scale

- double stops

- chord-tone approach

- altered scales

In this lesson, we'll discover how incredibly simple it is to
master the major and minor pentatonic scales all across the

fretboard.
Chop Shop The Chord-Tone Matt Smith You know, when you first start playing lead guitar they should
Approach give you a book that says

"As long as you land on one of the notes in the chord you're
playing, you'll always sound great."

In this lesson we're going to look at a non-scalar way to play
over chord changes, known as the chord-tone approach.
Instead of using scales, we'll find a number of different ways
to resolve to the notes of the chord being played. This is a
great approach to improvising because it doesn't sound 'scaly’,
and because it sounds a little ‘outside’ the key, it adds color to

your playing.
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In this lesson, we'll take a look at some basic strumming
patterns that are essential for creating an authentic blues
groove. We'll also look eighth-note shuffles and swing feel
patterns, as well as sixteenth-note strumming grooves using
syncopations and accents.

We're going to check out the upstroke shuffle, the downstroke
shuffle, the Bo'Diddley feel, and so much more. Let's get
started

In this lesson, we'll take a look at moving one note in a chord.
It's amazing what you can come up with by simply moving a
single note within a chord one half-step up, one half-step
down. This technique has been used countless times in
everything from classical symphonies to jazz and rock tunes.
It's a great way to get more movement within a chord
progression.

Playing rhythm guitar can get a little stagnant if you're just
laying down one chord for ten minutes. In this lesson we'll
explore how to spice up your groove by using chords as fills.
Afill is a group of chords used to add motion and interest to a
rhythm part. We will be using chords built on the first three
strings, with the root on the first string. | find these voicings

to be the most usable. Let's get started.

In this lesson, we'll look at a simple method for creating chord
fills over an extended, minor, single chord groove. Once again,
we'll be using chord forms in the top three strings and we'll
work on some chord fills over an A minor seventh and E minor
seventh groove.

Let's get this party started!

When's the last time you heard a truly original blues lick? Most
music has 'been played' in standard tuning, but altered tuning
is a vast field largely unexplored by guitarists. And, altered
tuning is any tuning other than the standard E-A-D-G-B-E
tuning.

Some altered tunings are open tunings - that is, tunings that
create a chord, such as G major or D major, when you strum
the open strings. This lesson will look at open D tuning,
sometimes called Vestpol, and we'll see how this altered
tuning can facilitate a whole new world on the guitar.

One of the building blocks of fingerstyle guitar is Travis
Picking, named for the great guitarist Merle Travis, who was
obviously a great guitarist because he had a picking named
after him. This pattern has an alternating bass and the thumb
alternates with the fingers. Many great songs have been
written in this style and it has been used by such guitar greats
as Chet Atkins. This lesson focuses on the use of Travis
Picking in open D tuning.

You ready? Let's get started...
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The wonderful thing about open tunings: when you learn one
of them, you get five! Open tunings are kind of like bar

chords. While bar chords move up and down the neck, tunings
move across the neck. So, eveything we've learned in D tuning
will work in E tuning, G tuning, A tuning and C tuning. You
ready? Let me show you how.

In this lesson, we'll take a look at how to build swampy licks in
the style of the great Ry Cooder in open tuning using the
Secret Country Blues diagram. This concept will work in the
other four open tunings; just shift the diagram over one or
two strings, depending on the tuning. Here we go...

In this lesson, we'll take a look at a new tuning know as
DADGAD. DADGAD tuning is a great tuning because it does
not imply either a major or a minor chord. It is also called D
suspended; the 3rd of the D Major scale (F-sharp) in D tuning
is replaced by the 4th note (G) in this tuning. Since this scale
tuning has no 3rd, it is very versatile. We can use it with
major, minor or exotic scales. It is a favorite of many great
fingerstyle guitarists such as Pierre Bensusan, Ed Gerhard,
Martin Simpson and Jimmy Page. Let's take a look.

In the previous lesson, we looked at an altered tuning known
as DADGAD. In this lesson, we'll look at ways to use this new
tuning in the context of the "Celtic DADGAD." The term
"Celtic" in this case refers to the lovely music of Ireland and
Scotland. DADGAD has been used extensively for arranging
this music on the guitar. We will not explore traditional tunes
in this section, but explore some chords and embellishments
that emulate this beautiful style. This will give you just a taste
of how well suited DADGAD is to the style.

One of the primary instruments of Indian classical music is the
sitar. The sitar has between 7 and 20 strings, including 7

main playing strings. The others ring sympathetically in
reaction to the vibrations of the main strings. The main strings
on a sitar are tuned to C-sharps and G-sharps, a mere half
step away from the D's and A's of DADGAD, the altered tuning
we looked at in the past two lessons. This makes it quite easy
to emulate the sound of sitar tuning.

Slide guitar is one of my great loves; I've been playing it ever
since | picked up a guitar. There's nothing more vocal you can
do with a guitar. Slide guitar is a great tradition upheld by a
growing legion of enthusiastic devotees, and it reaches to the
very core of my soul. Playing slide in standard tuning is
actually a little harder than playing in altered tunings, so for
this lesson, we'll look at playing slide in open D tuning. You
ready? Let's get started.






